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Hello All,

Australia’s Bureau of Meteorology’s official Annual Climate Change Statement released in January 2010 states: “Based on the analysis of daily (maximum and minimum) temperature data above and below set thresholds, there are clear upward trends in the number of hot events and downward trends in the number of cold events (over the period 1960 to date), consistent with global warming.” (Refer: http://www.bom.gov.au/announcements/media_releases/climate/change/20100105.shtml 
As devastating as this confirmation is (albeit not surprising) from Australia’s Federal Weather Bureau, after having spent three days last week at Monash University with other Funding Partners participating in the second Stakeholder Workshop for the 5 year Research Program Cities as Water Supply Catchments (CWSC Program); it is difficult to ignore the fact this reality can also be utilised by practitioners (committed to Water Sensitive Cities) as a driving force and lever for policy makers and contributors Australia wide.

As participants in the CWSC Program, Funding Partners (including members of the Sydney Metropolitan Consortium) had the opportunity over three days to learn from Australia’s leading Scientists about the role urban design and retaining water in the catchment can play in Australia’s changing climate future.  This was a fantastic opportunity for Researchers and Partners alike to work collaboratively in finalising the 8 project scopes and sharing our visions on Water Sensitive Cities and what we were each doing within our own organisations to achieve them.

The group’s site visit to the VIC Urban Development - Officer on the third day and participating in a follow-up visioning workshop with the Researchers and VIC Urban representatives consolidated our learnings over the previous 2 days.  Over the three days we learnt about best practice science and associated solutions pertaining to the 8 project modules and which we could each apply within our organisations, policies, projects and on-ground works.  If you would like to learn how you can be a part of this 5 year research program and the practical collaborative capacity building opportunities it provides, please contact me directly at info@wsud.org or (02) 9895 6206.
I have received many emails and recommendations for web content since the new site’s launch – thank you; the only page that is still being built is the Climate Change page.  Over the next two months, I will be researching content and would love to include information specific to Sydney Metropolitan councils and what you are doing within your Local Government Area to adapt and mitigate the effects of climate change.  I am also seeking input from other water practitioners about scientific research, case studies, project ideas and other information concerning the role water sensitive urban design may play in a changing climate.  Please forward all suggestions via info@wsud.org or contact me directly on (02) 9895 6206.
Be in touch and as ever.

Regards, K.

WSUD Program Website Updates – www.wsud.org 
Internal Events & Training is a new page that has been added to promote capacity building opportunities facilitated by the Sydney Metropolitan CMA via the WSUD Program.  Including, WSUD training modules brought to the region and Capacity Workshops that will be held later in the year.

Unfortunately for those who have not registered to attend the WSUD Construction & Establishment of Vegetated Stormwater Systems training in March 2010; the first two days (17th and 18th March 2010) have already sold out.  Due to high demand, we scheduled a third day of training for local council officers only on the 19th March 2010, however I have had to halt registrations until further notice to ensure places are reserved for Sydney Metropolitan’s Botany Bay catchment based councils only; and to ensure an even spread of attendance across the region.
With many thanks to Bill Peirson, Director of University of New South Wales Water Research Centre’s Water Research Laboratory for the information, please refer to the Research Linkages page to read an updated version of the list of Australian Research Institutions active in the Water Industry and with whom you may like to partner to develop practical tangible research output within your projects.  Please forward any additional recommendations for this web page or list via info@wsud.org.
Research Linkage Opportunity – Urban Irrigation Research Programme

WASP© is a decision support tool to assist the development of policies and management protocols for the sustainable irrigation of urban landscapes such as parks, sporting ovals, golf courses, botanical gardens, private landscapes and gardens located in different soil climate zones.

An urban irrigation research programme with urban irrigators, councils and water utilities across Australia is being developed to provide validated, reliable and robust irrigation water requirements for various urban landscapes within these different soil climate zones.  If you would like to participate in this research program, please register your interest please contact Bhakti Devi on bdevi@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au or (02) 9265 9719.  Please also cut and paste this section into an email and promote via your networks.
Participating organisations will:

· Obtain a license to use WASP Online tool for 12 months;
· Develop robust and reliable benchmarks for different types of landscapes located in local soil-climate zones;
· Develop an irrigation optimisation protocol for specific landscape sites leading to sustainable irrigation and maintenance of landscapes;
· Participate in workshops that will be organised as part of the research programme to build staff to apply research outcomes;
· Receive information on latest developments in urban irrigation research.
Sydney Coastal Councils Group – Environment Monitoring Site
Sydney Coastal Councils Group (SCCG) have launched a fantastic new resource for practitioners, the Environment Monitoring Site, which was last promoted in this newsletter in a draft form for user feedback and covers all aspects of the principles of monitoring and reporting.  The site promotes sustainable environmental management through an improved understanding of monitoring and good decision making.  In celebration of the launch, visitors to the site between 2nd February and 22 March 2010 will go into the draw for a hand held Magellan Explorist 300 GPS tool.  To be eligible, entrants must answer the question: What aspects of the site are most useful?
Leadership Fellowship Program – Applications Close 28 February 2010
The Centre for Sustainability Leadership’s Fellowship Program is their flagship training program whereby passionate people from all around the world are selected on the basis of demonstrated potential to lead efforts for the creation of a more sustainable world.  Twenty-five participants are selected for the Sydney and Melbourne programs from hundreds of applicants each year.  This intensive course develops participants’ skills via cutting edge curriculum, opening doors to unparalleled networks, and giving them access to leadership experience rarely available in the early to mid stages of a career.  Applications close on 28 February 2010.
NSW Water Industry Awards 2010
The NSW Branch of the Australian Water Association is calling for nominations to their Annual Water Industry Awards.  The awards promote the outstanding achievements of individuals and organisations within the Water Sector while promoting water and environmental sciences as a career choice amongst students.  Winners of the NSW awards will automatically qualify for the equivalent National Award Category.  For more information, follow the above link or contact Despina Hasapis, NSW Branch Manager on (02) 9436 0055.  Submit an application to raise the profile of your own and that of your organisation’s efforts and learnings about WSUD.  Award categories are as follows:

· NSW Infrastructure Project Innovation Award;

· NSW Program Innovation Award;

· NSW Water Research Merit Award;

· NSW Young Water Professional of the Year Award;

· NSW Undergraduate Water Prize.
LGSA Water Management Conference – Call for Papers

The Local Government and Shires Association (LGSA) will hold their annual Water Management Conference in Orange from 12th to 14th September 2010.  The event will showcase Orange City Council’s award winning Blackman’s Swamp Stormwater Harvesting Scheme (2GL/ year) as a new and innovative approach to augmenting water supply through the capture of stormwater flows.  Council officers and other water sector stakeholders are invited to submit papers and/or suggestions for the conference program.  Closing date for papers is close of business 16th April 2010.
3rd International Urban Design Conference – Call for Papers
The 3rd International Urban Design Conference – Designs on our Future will be held in Canberra from 30th August until 1st September 2010.  Event organisers are inviting the submission of abstracts until 29th April 2010.  I encourage all water practitioners to submit abstracts pertaining to practical tangible WSUD policy, project and research outputs with application at the local level.  This is a great opportunity to raise your own profile professionally and that of the importance of WSUD and the role of Water Sensitive Cities in a sustainable future.
External Events Calendar

Refer to the External Events Training page of the WSUD Program website to see upcoming events.  Make sure you scroll through future months to learn about upcoming events later in the year.
External Funding

Refer to the External Funding section of the Funding Linkages page of the WSUD Program’s website to download the fact sheet detailing the most up-to-date grants and rebates currently available.
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This month featuring a Research Linkage Opportunity:


WASP© is an urban irrigation decision support tool.  To learn how you can benefit from participating see below and/or contact Bhakti Devi Ph. D. via � HYPERLINK "mailto:bdevi@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au" ��bdevi@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au� or 9265 9719








Please forward the Newsletter via your networks and for those who may benefit.


If you would like to receive future WSUD e-newsletters please send an email with join in the subject heading to � HYPERLINK "mailto:kate.black@cma.nsw.gov.au" ��kate.black@cma.nsw.gov.au�.


If you no longer wish to receive this e-newsletter, please email � HYPERLINK "mailto:kate.black@cma.nsw.gov.au" ��kate.black@cma.nsw.gov.au� with remove in the subject heading.

















