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Hello All,
A renewed focus of the WSUD Program over the last year and a half has been to create a self supporting, Sydney based, Community of Practice, which equally and collectively shares resources and tools - encouraging the uptake of water sensitive urban design within our policies, protocols, procedures and on-ground works.

Heralded with the launch of the revised website in November 2009; and the roll out of new initiatives that will return tools and resources for building regional capacity in 2009/10 and continued in 2010/11 ( http://www.wsud.org/program-projects/), the www.wsud.org tools and resources (existing and planned) are a reflection of all of our efforts in this region and our connections within the water sector more broadly.

Irrespective of how good these shared tools and resources may be; the reality is that they are only as good as their end use.  It is the role of us, the practitioners to determine how, when and with whom they are used.  And how to secure the resources and assistance we need to implement them.

A friend and colleague of mine, the ever charming and supremely clever Mr Col Freeman who manages the Lower Georges River Sustainability Initiative and who is the architect of (in collaboration with André Taylor) the Institutional Capacity Rapid Assessment Tool that will be launched here in May 2010; constantly reminds me “there is no need for us to re-invent the wheel Kate”.
When we are often under-resourced with too many responsibilities to deliver, it can be difficult to set aside time to consider how we can do things differently and with whom.  To consider, how we can adopt and apply (fully or in part) the tools and resources that have been developed by others - in the end making our work loads lighter and our projects better.

As you read about the tools and resources within this month’s Newsletter and link to those sections of www.wsud.org also referenced, I ask you to consider Col’s sage advice while asking the following questions:

·  What aspects (whole or part) of these tools and resources can I apply?

· How can I adapt them in my own way within my own projects and initiatives?

· Who can help me to apply, adopt and integrate the tools and resources?

· Who external to my organisation (Government, Research and/or Industry) can also help me to apply these tools and resources, leveraging off existing resources?

· What other tools and resources may benefit someone else?
As ever, if you know of or have developed any tools and resources, be an active part of your regional Community of Practice and forward them to the most appropriate organisation or program to share them with other practitioners like yourself.  Refer www.wsud.org/website-links/.  Similarly, if you would like to comment on any existing or planned tools and resources, please contact me on kate.black@cma.nsw.gov.au 
I hope you enjoy and find very useful this month’s bumper edition, combining February, March and April 2010.  I would like to apologise to those readers who rely on the monthly Newsletter format to ensure they remain up-to-date on regional initiatives and opportunities; as well as those who have asked me to promote their own initiatives and events in February and March.  Delays, due to resourcing constraints has meant that I needed to focus my efforts on other responsibilities and projects and was unable to provide monthly editions.

Please be assured Newsletters will return to a monthly release format in May 2010.
Be in touch and as ever. K.
WSUD Incentives – Case Studies 

Incentives can be offered by local government and other organisations to facilitate the uptake of WSUD within their area of operation.  Typically, incentives are linked to existing dwellings or retrofit situations where opportunities for implementing WSUD or other sustainability elements are not readily enabled or required such as through a Development Application Process.  Examples of the incentives for WSUD include:

· Financial Incentives; 

· Non-financial Incentives; 

· Education Programs; 

· Assistance Programs. 

Launched in March 2010, the Sydney Metropolitan CMA is very pleased to have funded the development of a new tool to assist council uptake of WSUD Incentives.  To learn more about WSUD Incentives – What are they? Why we need them? How to develop them; and Case Study examples, refer to www.wsud.org/tools-resources/wsud-incentives/ 

WSUD Program Training - Raingardens Essentials - 17th & 18th May 2010
The Sydney Metropolitan CMA is also very pleased to provide via the WSUD Program the Clearwater (Victoria) Program's training module - Raingardens Essentials.  Held on the 17th and 18th of May 2010 at the Masonic Centre, Goulburn Street, Sydney, both three quarter day events are limited to 25 people per training only.  As such, I would recommend booking as soon as possible to avoid disappointment.  Please also circulate this paragraph via email as widely as possible and particularly within your council's engineering departments.  For more information, refer http://www.wsud.org/internal-events-and-training/
Sustainability Tool Selector – A Guide for Local Government

The Urban Sustainabililty Support Alliance’s Sustainability Tool Selector – A Guide for Local Government showcases ten tools (procedure, guidance, method, evaluation or assessment to accomplish an objective or achieve a result) assisting councils with evaluation, decision making, performance indicator development and tracking progress towards sustainability at an organisational and project level.

The guideline provides a description of each tool, intended outcomes, application, strengths, special considerations/limitations, resourcing commitments, available support, source and a NSW council case study detailing application.  Refer also to the final section Other Resources, which details 22 additional publicly available resources identified during the consultation process for the Guide’s development.  Refer www.lgsa-plus.net.au/resources/documents/ussa_report_web.pdf 
Sydney Water – Student & Teacher School Resources

In February 2010, Sydney Water launched a new and upgraded online education resource for students (information for homework and assignments) and teachers (lesson plans, excursion itineraries and water efficiency).  Materials are tailored to suit the needs of students (primary to HSC level),making topics such as water efficiency, treatment and supply and protecting the environment more accessible.  Councils may like to promote the site and its benefits to schools within their local government area.  Refer http://www.sydneywater.com.au/Education/  

Sydney Water Stormwater Harvesting – Tools and Resources

Across greater Sydney, about 20 recycled water schemes recycle around 27 billion litres of treated wastewater each year.  In built-up areas of Sydney, new localised water recycling schemes are being pursued that will employ treated wastewater, sewer mining and stormwater harvesting.  To assist, Sydney water has developed a series of online recycling and reuse tools, including a Stormwater Harvesting Guideline and Stormwater Harvesting Agreement for accessing Sydney Water’s stormwater system.  To download, refer: http://www.sydneywater.com.au/Water4Life/RecyclingandReuse/RecyclingAndReuseInAction/
Sydney Water’s Every Drop Counts Seminar – Water Efficiency

Sydney Water's Every Drop Counts (EDC) Business program is holding a water efficiency seminar for Councils on Thursday 6 May.  Features of this year's seminar include the following.  Register via EDCBusiness@sydneywater.com.au:

· Updates on irrigation efficiency;

· Successful DIY water monitoring workshop;

· Access to water monitoring kits for EDC member Councils;

· Case studies on small business water efficiency programs;

· Update on sustainable building technologies.

MUSIC V4 – Sydney Training – 24th and 25th May 2010

MUSIC Version 4 Training will be held in our region from the 24th to 25th May 2010.  MUSIC is one of the few software tools available that can accurately simulate real-time water sensitive design, making it easier to design urban developments that meet Water Sensitive Urban Design standards.  Refer http://www.training.ewater.com.au/course/category.php?id=7
If you would ike to know more about the MUSIC version 4 features please also refer to http://www.training.ewater.com.au/mod/resource/view.php?id=17 

Water for Life Program – Stormwater Harvesting Promotion Videos

The NSW Government’s Water for Life Program has produced short video clips to promote 2 regional stormwater reuse schemes and as follows:

· Willoughby Council’s 'The Concourse' stormwater harvesting project in Chatswood’s Civic Place.  Linking viewers with 3 clips, the videos showcase the 5000m3 underground storage tank and associated potable water savings; overcoming the challenges of implementing a stormwater re-use project; and future plans.  Refer: http://www.waterforlife.nsw.gov.au/recycling/stormwater/videos/?utm_source=newsletterMar10&utm_medium=email&utm_content=water_for_life&utm_term=em%20&utm_campaign=enewsMar10\
· Waverley Council’s Bronte Park stormwater reuse scheme is also showcased in three different videos.  Including stormwater collection, storage, treatment and re-use at irrigating parklands, toilet flushing, ocean pool cleaning and cleaning public places.  Specifically, the videos examine why and how project considerations; design and ongoing maintenance challenges; and the results and benefits of the project.  Refer http://www.waterforlife.nsw.gov.au/recycling/stormwater/Bronte_videos?utm_source=newsletterApr10&utm_medium=email&utm_content=water_for_life&utm_term=em%20&utm_campaign=enewsApr10
Water for Life – Free Community Engagement Workshops – 06 or 7th May 2010

The Water for Life Program is hosting two, interactive, one-day workshops assisting you to effectively engage your community through the practical application of Thematic Interpretation techniques - verbal, non verbal, illustrated and non illustrated techniques to present complex information around key messages or themes.  And which, seek to identify and affect the underlying attitudes that lead to sustainable behaviour change through the enhancemant of an individual's experiential learning by inspiring people to make meanings and form connections with the places they visit.  Refer: www.waterforlife.nsw.gov.au/education/eventsnetworking/thematic_communication/?utm_source=newsletterApr10&utm_medium=email&utm_content=water_for_life&utm_term=em%20&utm_campaign=enewsApr10 

NSW Government’s Environmental Trust - Grant Funding
The NSW Government’s Environmental Trust has released several grant opportunities.  You may like to either apply on behalf of your council and/or promote within your community.  Refer www.environmentaltrust.nsw.gov.au :

· Eco Schools provides 60 grants of $2,500 each (total program $150,000) for schools who did not receive an Environmental Trust grant in 2009 only. Grants close at 5pm on the 21st May 2010;

· Environmental Restoration and Rehabilitation grants of $5,000 to $100,000 are available to the following eligible organisations and close on at 5pm on 28 May 2010:

· Community organisations and non-profit associations (total program $1.5 million);

· State and local government organisations (total program $1.5 million).

· Protecting our Places grants of $2,000 to $35,000 are available to any Aboriginal community group or organisation (total program $500,000); with applications closing at 5pm, 4 June 2010.

Botany Bay Water Quality Improvement Plan – Grant Funding

The Sydney Metropolitan Catchment Management Authority’s Botany Bay Water Quality Improvement Plan (funded by the Australian Government’s Caring for Country) has opend a second round of grant funding for Water Quality Improvement Devices that will reduce the impact of urban development on Botany Bay’s waterways.  Total funding available is $480,000 (up to $100,00 per project) and is open to all land managers within the Botany Bay Catchment with the expectation that projects are co-funded by applicants and need to be undertaken next financial year.  Please download Expression of Interest forms to apply via www.sydney.cma.nsw.gov.au/bbcci/improvement-grants.html 
Other Funding Linkages Tools and Resources – WSUD Program

You may also like to refer to the Funding Linkages page of the WSUD Program’s website (www.wsud.org/funding-linkages/) for further information on numerous funding tools and resources.  Including, external funding resources such as grants, Australian Government Grants LINK, the Stormwater Management Levy, Water Industry Competition Act, Project Financing Case Studies and WSUD Incentives Case Studies.

Peter Cullen Trust - ‘Bridging Water Science and Policy’ Leadership Program 

The Peter Cullen Trust (www.petercullentrust.com.au) is a new charitable organisation set up to support programs that continue the work of the late Professor Peter Cullen. Peter was one of few people able to put the science of water management into plain speaking, and be heard… “the champion of the rivers who led the debate on the national water crisis and helped revolutionise how Australians think about it.”
Applications are open for the Trust’s 2010 leadership program, designed to train a small group of water scientists and policy experts to work together to achieve measurable outcomes bridging water science and policy.  Full details are on the Trust website, under Programs.  Information packs are available from office@petercullentrust.com.au; applications close on 1 July 2010.

WSUD Demonstration Case Studies – Queensland, Victoria and Western Australia

Megan Farrelly and Caitlin Davis (2009) from the National Water Governance Program developed a series of Case Study Demonstration Projects situated in Melbourne, Perth and South East Queensland.  These resources were developed to:

· Raise the profile of projects involving new water supply and treatment technologies amongst urban water professionals;

· Share the key lessons and insights gained from these projects.

The case studies are as follows and once loaded, will be permanently referenced on the WSUD Program website at www.wsud.org/case-studies/:

· Melbourne, Victoria Case Studies included the 60L Building, Inkerman Oasis and Aurora and Lynbrook Estates.  Refer: http://www.urbanwatergovernance.com/pdf/demo_proj_melb.pdf
· Perth, Western Australia Case Studies included Kwinana Water Reclamation Project, Liege Street Wetland, The Green at Brighton Estate and Wungong Urban Water Project.  Refer: http://www.urbanwatergovernance.com/pdf/demo_proj_perth.pdf
· South East Queensland Case Studies included Rock Riverside Park, Payne Road and Coomera Waters.  Refer: http://www.urbanwatergovernance.com/pdf/demo_proj_se_qld.pdf
WSUD & Open Space Design – Discussion Paper

A discussion paper published by the Healthy Waterways’ award winning (most recently a Highly Commended by the AWA in March 2010) Water by Design Program, entitled Multiple Use of Open Space.  The paper explores the issues and opportunities associated with integrating WSUD into multiple-use open spaces delivering a number of common objectives.  For example, public open space is not necessarily compromised by incorporating WSUD, but rather enhanced while providing incentives to promote higher standards.  A proposed framework is also included detailing design standards for different types of open space and is based on research, case studies, and stakeholder consultation.  Refer  www.waterbydesign.com.au/multiple-use-of-open-space-discussion-paper/ 

WSUD Standard Drawings – Queensland IPWEA and Water by Design

A series of standard drawings for WSUD have been completed by the Queensland IPWEA and Healthy Waterways’ Water by Design Program.  While these have been designed for Queensland practitioners, the drawings are relevant for other Australian States and Territories.  Providing design consistency while facilitating the sharing of resources between WSUD practitioners; standard drawings also minimise a need for resubmitting designs during reporting and assessment timeframes (reducing resourcing – cost and time).  Download the drawings from www.waterbydesign.com.au/standarddrawings/ : 

Development Application Conditions – Bioretention Construction & Establishment

Draft Construction & Establishment best practice controls embedded within Development Application Conditions for bioretention systems only (due to wide scale application of the technology in South East Queensland) have been publicly released by the Healthy Waterways’ Water by Design Program.  Applied in practice (and variation) by several Queensland councils (eg. Brisbane and Gold Coast Councils), the documents are drafts made publicly available for application, review and comment.  Refer www.waterbydesign.com.au/forum/topic.php?id=164 

NSW Young Water Professionals - Mentoring Program
The Australian Water NSW Young Water Professionals are seeking water profession mentors with more than 5 to 10 years experience to assist the development of young people in the water industry.  You will coach and guide your mentee and provide insights into today's water industry.

If you would like to participate, register as a mentor for the NSW Young Water Professional's Mentoring Breakfast. You will be paired with a mentee and an expert will provide you both with some pointers to kick-start a fruitful professional relationship. The event will have a maximum number so please be early.  Email Despina Hasapis on dhasapis@awa.asn.au
Australian Water Quality Guidelines – Online Compendium

Water Quality Research Australia’s website lists those Australian Water Quality Guideline documents that form components of the National Water Quality Management Strategy (NWQMS) – the aim of which, is to acheive sustainable use of Australia’s water resources by protecting and enhancing their quality while maintaining economic and social development.  Refer www.wqra.com.au/water_guidelines.htm
Sourced on the Water Quality page at www.wsud.org/water-quality, you may also like to see other tools and resources including links to other water quality related initiatives such as the Botany Bay Water Quality Improvement Plan, Cooperative Research Centre for Water Quality and Treatment and Sydney Coastal Council Group’s Water Quality Monitoring Program Toolkit.

Water Footprint Network – Water Footprint Manual 

The Water Footprint Network has launched their Water Footprint Manual (2009) - a comprehensive methodology for water footprint accounting and assessment.  It shows how to calculate individual processes and products, consumers, nations and businesses; and a library of water footprint response options.

The water footprint is an indicator of freshwater use that looks not only at direct water use of a consumer or producer, but also at the indirect water use. The water footprint of a product is the volume of freshwater used to produce the product and measured over the full supply chain.  Water consumption volumes are depicted by source (blue footprint – surface and groundwater; and green footprint – rainwater stored in the soil) and polluted volumes by type of pollution (grey footprint).  All are specified geographically and temporally.  Refer http://www.waterfootprint.org/downloads/WaterFootprintManual2009.pdf
AWA Online Training - Risk Assessment for the Water Industry.
A series of 7 lectures, each approximately 40 minutes in length, provide a thorough grounding in issues and practices involved in undertaking a risk assessment.  Once enrolled, participants receive an access key to access lectures at any time (24/7) for a three month period. Refer: http://www.awa.asn.au/AM/Template.cfm?Section=_b_Water_Industry_Risk_Assessment_coming_soon_b_&Template=/CM/HTMLDisplay.cfm&ContentID=15903
Australian Museum Eureka Prizes – Awards Program Open 
Australian Museum Eureka Prizes, Australia’s premier national science awards program with winners receiving $10,000 for each prize is now open.  One of twenty potential Australian Museum’s Eureka Prizes (including several for Climate Change), the National Water Commission’s Professor Peter Cullen Eureka Prize for Water Research and Innovation is awarded to an individual, team or organisation for research and innovation that has made or has the potential to make an outstanding contribution to the sustainable use and management of Australia's water resources.  Applications close 7 May 2010.  Refer: www.eureka.australianmuseum.net.au/eureka-prize/water-research-and-innovation3 

International Riverfoundations 2010 Riverprize Awards – Awards Open

The International Riverfoundation's 2010 Riverprize awards are now open and close on 14 May 2010.  Organisations that restore rivers across Australia are encouraged to apply.  Recognised internationally, promote your own efforts and that of your councils to receive the recognition and reward (International Thiess - AUD$350,000 and National Riverprize - AUD$200,000) while raising the profile of the benefits of WSUD within your region, nationally and internationally.  Winners will be announced during the 13th International Riversymposium held in Perth from 11th October 2010.  Refer www.riverfoundation.org.au
External WSUD Training

The following Water Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD) and/or sustainable urban water management related capacity building events are scheduled in the following months.  For further detail, including web links refer www.wsud.org/events-training/.  Alternatively, if you would like to promote your own event, please contact Kate Black, WSUD Program Manager via kate.black@cma.nsw.gov.au: 
· Wed 5/5/2010: AWA NSW Water Industry Awards 2010;

· Thu 6/5/2010: Every Drop Counts - Council Water Efficiency Seminar;

· Mon 17/5/2010: Clearwater Program's Raingardens Essentials;

· Tues 18/5/2010: Clearwater Program's Raingardens Essentials;
· Mon 24/5/2010: Fundamentals of Groundwater Science, Management and Technology;

· Mon 24/5/2010: MUSIC Version 4;

· Thu 3/6/2010: Wetland Education & Training (WET) Program - Adaptation Measures for Wetlands;
· Tue 8/6/2010: 2010 UrbanSalt Conference "Dealing with Salinity in Urban Environments";
· Wed 23/6/2010: Groundwater for Decision Makers;

· Tue 29/6/2010: 2010 Climate Change Adaptation Conference;

· Wed 7/7/2010: AWTS Servicing & Maintenance Course;

· Fri 6/8/2010: AWA NSW Branch Heads of Water Gala Dinner;

· Tue 24/8/2010: AWA Odours Specialty Conference;

· Mon 30/8/2010: 3rd International Urban Design Conference: Designs on Our Future;

· Wed 08/09/2010: AWA Masterclass – Water Infrastructure Project Management.
April (February & March) Newsletter


This month featuring highlights funded by the Sydney Metropolitan CMA via the WSUD Program:


WSUD Incentives Case Studies; and 


Clearwater’s Raingarden Essentials Training 














Please forward the Newsletter via your networks and for those who may benefit.


If you would like to receive future WSUD Newsletters please send an email with join in the subject heading to � HYPERLINK "mailto:kate.black@cma.nsw.gov.au" �kate.black@cma.nsw.gov.au�.


If you no longer wish to receive this e-newsletter, please email � HYPERLINK "mailto:kate.black@cma.nsw.gov.au" �kate.black@cma.nsw.gov.au� with remove in the subject heading.

















