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Arrangments are subject to change due to the dynamic nature of the catchment management structures 

With thanks to the volunteers of the Network for formulating the original maps and participants of the Catchment Management Specialist Network Workshop at Ozwater, Brisbane, March 2010, for evolving them.

Water Industry Competition 
Act (2006)

Water Management 
Act (2000)

Water Act (1912) Catchment Management 
Authorities Act (2003)

Develop Catchment Action Plans (CAPs) and 
facilitate natural resource management 

investment in their regions

IPART

Price determination 
functions for the urban 

water sector and 
recommends licensing 

guidelines to the Minister. 
Determines investiment 

in catchment 
management by water 

authorities

Works towards a healthy environment cared for and 
enjoyed by the whole NSW community 

Evaluate Water Resource  Availability.
Evaluate Water Usage.

Manage River and wet land health.
Manage Water resource

Local Government

Provide local water and sewerage services to 
communities

Develop Local Environment Plans (LEP) which 
establish landuse and broad principles for 

development.
Production of  Development Control Plans 

(DCP) to establish objectives and targets for 
issues such as WSUD. 

Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act

Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Regulations 

NSW Dept of 
Planning 

State planning and policy

Health Services Act  

NSW Dept of 
Health

Drinking Water 
Quality Regulator

Local Government Act 

Dept of Primary 
Industries - within 

Industry & 
Investment NSW

-attract investment 
- support innovative, sustainable and 

globally competitive industries 
-strong technical knowledge and scientific 

capabilities

Includes the functions of 
the EPA and Catchment 
Management Authorities

NSW Planning Assessment 
Commission

Determination of some 
project applications (as 
specified under the Act).

provide advice to the 
Minister on a range of 

planning and development 
matters, as defined under 

the section 23D of the 
EP&A Act

Responsible for the management of 
the State's surface water and 

groundwater resources; 
Develop Water Management Plans

Including the Office of 

Catchment Management 
Authorities - 13 in NSW

Natural Resources 
Advisory Council

Natural Resources 
Commission 

Including Land and Property 
Management Authority

Provides credible, independent advice to the 
NSW Government on managing the state’s 

natural resources, 

Dept of Environment and 
Climate Change and Water

Natural Resources 
Commission Act (2003)

Provide sindependent advice to 
government

Provide sstate-wide standards for NRM 
that all CMA CAPs must comply with.

Auditing  all CMAs against the 
standards.

State Water

Provide local water and 
sewerage services to 

communities

Local Water Authorities

Sydney Catchment Authority

Protection of the 
Environment 

Sydney Water Catchment 
Management Act (2000)

Functions

Functions

State Agency

Regional 
Agencies

Key 
Legislation


