The Institute for Sustainable Futures (University of Technology, Sydney) took the actual water saving achieved by Sydney Water in its demand management and water conservation programs and applied it to the Hunter Valley.  Finding, ''water wise'' rules that save 19 billion litres of drinking water a year in Sydney would save as much as the proposed Tillegra Dam (now scrapped by the NSW Government) promised to store.  The report found, “water wise” measures costing $44 million over 15 years (compared with the proposed $447 million for Tillegra Dam) would meet water demand (including a growing population, until 2050) and cost 40¢ per thousand litres to save 423 gigalitres of water between 2010 and 2050.  (refer http://www.smh.com.au/environment/water-issues/capacity-could-be-matched-by-simple-waterconserving-rules-20101128-18cfo.html)

SMCMA – Botany Bay Water Quality Improvement Plan

A draft Water Quality Improvement Plan (WQIP) has been developed for Botany Bay and its catchment and is now available for public comment. The Plan is based on the extensive scientific and modelling work and community/stakeholder consultation undertaken in this catchment over the past few years by John Dahlenburg.  Refer http://www.sydney.cma.nsw.gov.au/bbcci/feedback.html to download the report and provide feedback by 6th February 2011.  Comments may be submitted electronically (http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/LLXTYTX) or in person via (02) 9895 6244.
National Water Commission – Recycled Water Position Statement Revised

The National Water Commission argued in a November 2010 Position Statement, arbitrary policy bans on recycled water (for drinking purposes) should be removed so that recycling options can be considered alongside other alternatives on their relative merits.  NWC also consider the risks can now be appropriately managed (on an equal level to other supply sources) with advances in science and improved regulatory arrangements.  To learn more, including recommended reform positioning, refer: http://www.nwc.gov.au/www/html/2955-urban-water-recycling.asp?intSiteID=1 
AWA & Deloitte – State of the Water Sector Report

This report is the first-cut analysis of data from the Australian Water Association / Deloitte State of the Water Sector Survey 2010-15, which presents the key consolidated findings of the research and highlights some of the critical issues.  The Survey (board and executive level, contractors and owner operators, plus supervisors and front line team employees identifies the priority issues for the water sector and gauges its level of preparedness to confront these issues. The preliminary findings here will be followed by state perspectives and other cuts through the data to provide additional insight into industry views. A final report will be completed for AWA’s annual national water conference to be held in Adelaide in May 2011 and it is proposed that the survey be repeated in future years to track changing priorities in line with effective issues management.  Refer: http://www.awa.asn.au/uploadedFiles/Content/News_and_Advocacy/Research_Reports/Pages%20from%20State%20of%20the%20Water%20Sector%20Survey%202010-SUMMARY.pdf 
Stormwater Management (Source Control) – 17-18 March 2010
A 2-day Workshop - “Stormwater Management (source control)” has been organised by Engineering Education, Australia (EEA) from 17th to 18th March, 2011 in Sydney and is based on “WSUD: basic procedures for ‘source control’ of stormwater – a Handbook for Australian practice” edited by Professor John Argue (University of South Australia).  Including stormwater practice - quantity control, pollution control and stormwater harvesting. 
Led by Professor John Argue, the course includes: design procedures based on state-of-the-art analyses and best overseas practices adapted to Australia-wide conditions; case study illustrations drawn from field installations with between ten and 18 years of Australian operational history; design ‘worked examples’; introduction and access to rainwater tank sizing software applicable across Australia.  For more information, contact Ann Ellis on (03) 9326 9777 or ann@eeaust.com.au 
Assessing Water Sensitive Urban Design Effectiveness in South East Queensland
A study measuring the effectiveness of WSUD practices in field conditions under real storm events at Coomera Waters was completed by Nathaniel Parker as part of a Masters Thesis.  The results confirm that the constructed wetland, bioretention basin and bioretention swale improved the hydrologic characteristics by reducing peak flow.  The bioretention systems (particularly the bioretention basin) also reduced the runoff volume and frequency of flow, meeting key objectives of current urban stormwater management.  Refer: http://eprints.qut.edu.au/34119/.

Mapping Sea Level Rise

The Australian Government (via Department of Climate Change and Energy Efficiency and the Cooperative Research Centre for Spatial Information (CRCSI)) invested in high resolution elevation data and imagery to develop tools to help communicate the risks of climate change for Sydney and other select regional areas.  One of the advantages of such large scale mapping is to be able to identify broader patterns of risk.  For example, coastal frontage and lands along river banks and around estuaries, lakes and lagoons.  The maps show low-lying vulnerable areas for a low (0.5m), medium (0.8m) and high (1.1m) sea level rise scenario, for the period around 2100.  Refer: http://www.climatechange.gov.au/government/initiatives/australias-coasts-and-climate-change/adapting/mapping-sea-level-rise.aspx  Tools include:

· Sea level rise maps;

· Sea level rise visualistion tool

· National Elevation Data Framework (NEDF) Portal
Strathfield Council – Draft WSUD Development Control Plan

Strathfield Council’s draft Part N Development Control Plan has been introduced to provide direction and advice to landowners and developers including design principles to incorporate Water Sensitive Urban Design within development in the Strathfield Local Government Area.  The draft DCP and other relevant material will be on display for public viewing until 14 February 2011.  To download
 draft documents and/or provide comment, refer: http://www.strathfield.nsw.gov.au/page/council/public-notices/current-public-notices/
Cities as Water Supply Catchments Research Program – Blue Print Version 1

The Cities as Water Supply Catchments Research Program has launched version 1 of the Blue Print that researchers and industry partners consider will enable practitioners “to harness the potential of stormwater to overcome water shortages, reduce urban temperatures, and improvde waterway health and the landscape of Australian Cities.  For information about the Research Program and your organisation may join refer: http://www.wsud.org/planning-policy/
The Blue Print’s recommendations were formulated by a comprehensive literature review across multiple disciplines undertaken by the Cities as Water Supply Catchments research team.  The document outlines approaches that can be adopted by Sydney Metropolitan coucnils to commence the transition of our cities to Water Sensitive Cities.  To download refer: http://www.watersensitivecities.org.au/wp-content/uploads/BluePrint-V1_Jan-20111.pdf . 
IPART – Water Industry Competition Act - Licensing Exemptions - Amendments

The Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal will be holding a half day information session on the Water Industry Competition Act and the recent changes to the exemptions under this licensing regime on Wednesday 23rd February 2011 (Registration 8.30am; Information Session 9.00am – 1.00pm) at the Wesley Conference Centre, Smith Room, 220 Pitt Street, Sydney.

The sessions will provide an overview of the water licensing and access regimes. In particular, the sessions will focus on:

· What is the WIC Act? What is a WICA licence?

· The three stages of the licensing process

· Lessons learnt from 2 years of implementation of WICA

· Who was exempt from licensing, and who is now? Why did it change?

· What is required after you get a licence?

For further information on the information sessions or the licensing regime, please contact Carly

Price on (02) 9113 7732 or carly_price@ipart.nsw.gov.au or Narelle Berry on (02) 9113 7722 or

narelle_berry@ipart.nsw.gov.au.
