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Australian Water Research Institutions

Following are leading Australian water research institutions from whom you may like to learn from their findings and/or incorporate within your own council’s policies, practices and on-ground projects.  Otherwise, you may like to develop a research component of one of your existing and/or planned projects.

This list comprises those known to the WSUD Program only and may not include all relevant organisations and initatives.  Please contact Kate Black, WSUD Program Manager via info@wsud.org to recommend others.

Monash University’s Centre for Water Sensitive Cities has a vision to transform cities and their communities in ways that will help them to live in harmony with natural water environments.  The University intends the Centre to play a pivotal role in transforming Australian cities to become resilient to current and future challenges.
CSIRO’s Creating Water Smart City Systems investigates sustainable water management options for Australia’s major east coast cities.

The Climate Change Adaptation Research Network for Settlements and Infrastructure (ACCARNSI) is hosted by the University of New South Wales and has a specific focus on developing adaptation strategies for changes to urban flooding and the built environment associated with Climate Change.  The Network s one of eight Adaptation Research Networks hosted by the National Climate Change Adaptation Research Facility based at Griffith University.
The Cooperative Research Centre for Irrigation Futures was formed in 2003 to deliver irrigation research, education and training which gives confidence to growers, industry, governments and the community.

The Cooperative Research Centre for Water Quality and Treatment focusses on issues relating to water quality management and health risk reduction from catchment and reservoir management and water treatment to the distribution of drinking water to consumers taps.

E-water Cooperative Research Centre is a technology development initiative set up by Australia's water resource management and research sector.  Their core business is building water management tools for partners and bringing those tools to Australian and international markets.
Facility for Advancing Water Biofiltration (FAWB) is a joint venture research facility between Ecological Engineering Holdings Pty Ltd and Monash University under the auspices of the Victorian Government’s Science Technology and Innovation Initiative.  The Facility provides scientific “proof of concept” for the application of stormwater biofilter technologies so that greater certainty is afforded to all stakeholders in relation to the choice and design of such technologies.  Specifically, outcomes of FAWB’s work will be innovative stormwater biofilter technologies.
The National Centre for Groundwaterr Research and Training is a cooperative research and education venture with strong focus on processes of groundwater recharge, discharge, contamination, remediation and management.  The Centre will focus its activities on research, Short Course Industry Training and Postgraduate Education.
The National Urban Water Governance Program (NUWGP) is a social research program aimed at facilitating progress towards Water Sensitive Cities.  The NUWGP provides a reliable knowledge base for addressing these issues via a number of closely related and complimentary research projects investigating the changing governance of traditional urban water management across Australia and overseas.
The University of New South Wales’ Water Research Centre undertakes multidisciplinary research relevant to all aspects of the water cycle, including Water Sensitive Urban Design, advanced water treatment and life cycle analysis of water management.

The University of New South Wales Water Research Laboratory (WRL) is a major research group based within the UNSW Water Research Centre (above) and has a 50 year history of engineering research relevant to WSUD including runoff quantity and quality, people and vehicle safety, sediment transport and soil erosion, flood engineering and scour protection and wetland management.



















