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Hello All,
I am very pleased to bring you the WSUD Program’s August Newsletter.

I would like to take this opportunity to announce the Sydney Metropolitan Catchment Management Authority’s impending release of the draft NSW MUSIC Modelling Guideline.  To develop a MUSIC Model that sufficiently represents the area likely to be developed, a series of steps need to be conducted, both within and outside the modelling environment.  These guidelines provide the necessary detail to undertake these steps, however professional experience and judgment must still be applied to ensure the modelling is done in a logical fashion.
A 2008 version of the draft Guideline is currently being updated to ensure it is MUSIC Version 4 compliant.  A further cause of the delayed release was uncertainty around the Stream Erosion Index (SEI) Targets (currently being finalised by the NSW Department of Environment and Climate Change).  However, the process for evaluating the Stream Erosion Index (SEI) using MUSIC has been agreed and will be included in the revised draft.  Once the SEI Targets are approved and released, it is our intention to integrate these targets into the final document.  We hope to release the draft no later than mid-October 2010 and will coordinate a stakeholder review process at this time.
I would also like to take this opportunity to announce a new project currently funded and directed by the Sydney Metropolitan Catchment Management Authority.  A four to five year project, the Sydney Harbour Water Quality Improvement Plan is seeking additional funding partners.  Some Parramatta River Catchment Group councils have already committed funds towards the scoping study.
The Project, now commenced, will mirror the objectives and outcomes of the Botany Bay Coastal Catchments Initiative and Water Quality Improvement Plan.  Applying similar models to Sydney Harbour would be an invaluable tool to assist catchment stakeholder groups to work together and help local councils understand their sub-catchments as well as their impact on the catchment as a whole. The subsequent development of a catchment-wide Water Quality Improvement Plan would allow a coordinated approach to improve the health of this important waterway. 

I hope you enjoy this month’s newsletter, which largely promotes new resources and tools developed or sourced by the Sydney Metropolitan Catchment Management Authority via the WSUD Program and housed on the WSUD Program’s website at www.wsud.org.  Also included is information about Awards Programs (SIA and LGSA), Grants, Models, Workshop Development Opportunities, Seminars, conferences and other training.

Be in touch and as ever. K. Kate Black, WSUD Program Manager.
WSUD Interim Reference Guidelines

The following documents are live and will be updated immediately and as required to ensure content are in accordance with NSW Government Policy and evolutions thereabouts.  Both documents were launched within the last month and may be downloaded from the WSUD Program’s Tools and Resources Page at http://www.wsud.org/tools-resources/.

The WSUD Interim Reference Guideline – Concept Design was produced to enable the local application of the South East Queensland’s (SEQ) Water by Design Program’s Concept Design Guidelines for WSUD.  The SEQ document seeks to assist multi-disciplinary teams conceptualise and develop design solutions that integrate best practice sustainable urban water management within the urban form.  The WSUD Interim Reference Guideline – Concept Design does not replace the SEQ document; rather it replaces Queensland references with Sydney specific alternatives only.  Including:

· Design Objectives – Conservation and Stormwater Quality; 

· Drivers for WSUD in Sydney; 

· Key Sydney based considerations; 

· Case Studies – Retrofit Open Space & Town Centre. 

The WSUD Interim Reference Guideline – Construction and Establishment for Swales, Bioretention Systems and Wetlands was produced to enable the local application of the South East Queensland’s (SEQ) Water by Design (WBD) Program’s Construction and Establishment Guidelines for Swales, Bioretention Systems and Wetlands.  Please note, WBD charge practitioners for the right to download the original document for a period of 2 years (including revisions) from purchase: $100 (1-5 employees), $200 (6-20 employees) and $600 (20 plus employees).

The SEQ document seeks to provide guidance on common construction and establishment issues associated with the delivery of vegetated WSUD elements; assisting practitioners to avoid common faults and potential failure at the delivery and design stage.  The WSUD Interim Reference Guideline – Construction and Establishment for Swales, Bioretention Systems and Wetlands does not replace the SEQ document, rather it replaces Queensland references with Sydney specific alternatives only.  The guidelines can be used to:

· Improve civil and landscape designs and specifications avoiding complications and rectification works; 

· Establish roles and responsibilities, including hold points; 

· Assist in the staging and timing of material supply, earthworks, planting, protecting, and maintenance; 

· Quickly and clearly illustrate construction techniques to civil and landscape construction crews; 

· Guide the inspection and assessment processes. 

Introduction to WSUD Training Course – 15th & 16th September 2010

Are you having difficulty building capacity and commitment for Water Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD) amongst your colleagues and other stakeholders who you work with?  Or are you having trouble gaining senior level commitment for the uptake of WSUD within your organisation or agency – policies, protocols, projects, on-ground works or other initiatives?  Or would you like to learn more about WSUD yourself?

If so, you may like to come along or promote the training module – Introduction to WSUD developed by the Sydney Metropolitan CMA, which will be held on the 15th and 16th September 2010 in Sydney.  Further information is available via http://www.wsud.org/internal-events-and-training/internal-events-schedule/
The venue is yet to be confirmed, however as the training is limited to 30 participants only per workshop; please register ASAP to ensure a place by downloading a registration form via the above link.  If you have any questions, please contact Deb Hudnall at GEMS Event Management via mailto:dhudnall@gemspl.com.au

 HYPERLINK "mailto:d%68ud%6eall@%67%65ms%70%6c.com.a%75" 
dhudnall@gemspl.com.au or (02) 9744 5252.

Stormwater Industry Association (NSW) – Who’s Who in NSW of Stormwater Seminar and Awards Luncheon – 24 September 2010

This year the Stormater Industry Assocation (SIA) NSW will be hosting their latest Seminar - 'The Who's Who of NSW Government in Stormwater' in conjunction with their 2010 Awards for Excellence on Friday, 24th September at ANZ Stadium, Homebush Bay from 9am - 12.30pm, followed by the Awards Luncheon from 12:30 to 2:00pm.
To learn about how to submit an award application for the NSW Awards of Excellence refer to the Awards Section of this Newsletter below, ensuring you submit before 31 August 2010.

The Who’s Who of NSW Government Seminar is designed to reduce the ever present problem of changing staff and departments involved in Stormwater.  Do you know all the relevant government departments that have a role in Stormwater?  Do you know why they have their roles?  Do you know what manuals, guidelines, regulations and other resources they administer?  Do you know who has funding? If you had a question for them, would you know the right person to call by name?  This Seminar will provide the answers via 10 minute presentations from the following organisations.  Two speed networking and Question and Answer sessions will also be facilitated:
· Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART);

· NSW Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water;
· Industry and Investment NSW;
· NSW Department of Planning;
· NSW Department of Premier and Cabinet;
· NSW Department of Services, Technology and Administration;
· NSW Health;
· NSW Office of Water;
· Roads and Traffic Authority NSW;
· Sydney Catchment Authority;
· Sydney Water Corporation.
To register refer: http://www.gemsevents.com.au/resources/2010NSWAwardsRegistration.pdf 

New Tools – Understanding Governance in Sydney
A series of new tools and resources have been added to the WSUD Program’s Planning and Policy page of the WSUD Program’s website at www.wsud.org/planning-policy/ to assist practitioners in better understanding water management within the Sydney Metropolitan region.  I would like to thank Jacqui Perkins (Australian Water Association (AWA)) who supplied the Catchment Management Framework diagram and Natalie Payne (Blacktown Council) who sourced the roles of NSW Government:
· Click here Overview of WSUD Legislative and Policy Tools - Federal, State and Local Level.
· Click here to download a NSW Institutional Framework for Catchment Management developed by the Australian Water Association’s Catchment Management Specialist Network
· Click here to download a Fact Sheet detailing the roles of the main Government organisations involved in, managing aspects of the Sydney Metropolitan region’s catchments.
· Click here to download an excel spreadsheet of Sydney Metropolitan Councils and their membership of Regional Organisation of Councils and Catchment Based Groups.

AWA – Institutional Frameworks for Australian Catchments

At Ozwater 2010, the Australian Water Association’s Specialist Network, Catchment Management held a collaborative workshop to map key catchment stakeholders in each State and Territory of Australia.  These are extremely useful reference tools for practitioners who would like a better understanding of the Institutional Frameworks, which govern their State or Territory.  To download, refer: http://www.awa.asn.au/Catchment_Management.aspx and scroll down to the bottom of the page under the heading “Latest News”.

WSUD Program – New Climate Change Web Page

Recent studies have provided empirical evidence linking high temperature and heat wave days to health vulnerability and mortality, especially of people over the age of 65.  The urban heat island effect will also reduce the ability of cities to cool in the evenings and early mornings thus increasing the health risk to future communities.

Solutions to mitigating the urban heat island effect using Water Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD) include such measures as keeping water in the landscape and increasing green spaces for shade and increased evapo-transpiration.  These initiatives can be readily combined with other initiatives of green infrastructure providing ecosystem services to the community in future water sensitive cities. 
Refer to the WSUD Program’s new Climate Change page at: http://www.wsud.org/climate-change to access a series of tools and resources that may assist practitioners building resilience within their own Local Government Areas.  I would like to thank Professor Nigel Tapper (Monash University), Geoff Hunter (J. Wyndham Prince Pty Ltd) and Craig Morrison (Sydney Coastal Councils Group) for their esteemed input and direction for the page’s development and sourcing of resources.
WSUD Program – 2 New Capacity Building Videos
Two new videos have been added to the Tools and Resources page of the WSUD Program website at http://www.wsud.org/tools-resources/.  Now numbering 10, all of the videos are fantastic resources that broaden understanding of the impacts of urban development, the core principles of WSUD and the benefits of its adoption in the landscape.  Including, Sydney examples of stormwater harvesting and reuse.

Watch the two new videos developed by Melbourne Water’s Clearwater Program about restoring the health of Little Stringybark Creek http://www.urbanstreams.unimelb.edu.au/.  The first video details the impacts of residential development on the health of the creek and the adoption of WSUD as a solution.  The second video details the benefits of the community engagement, education and incentives scheme that was delivered in parallel to ensure the project’s ultimate success.  
Award Programs and Promotional Opportunities

To raise the profile of your efforts and those of your councils, refer to the following Awards Programs and enter your WSUD Projects.  Awards and associated media generated, good news stories can improve senior management and elected officials understanding and support of WSUD projects that you may like to implement:

Stormwater Industry Association NSW Awards - The Stormwater Industry Association (SIA) of New South Wales is conducting the 2010 Awards for Excellence to encourage and celebrate excellence in the innovation, development, completion and management of stormwater projects and the people involved.  Entries will close on 31st August 2010.  Refer: http://www.gemsevents.com.au/resources/SIANSWAwardsKit.pdf
LGSA Excellence in Environment Awards - Nominations have opened for the LGSA’s Local Government Excellence in the Environment Awards.  The Awards recognise individual councils’ outstanding achievements in managing and protecting the environment.  Entries close 30 August and will be announced at an official ceremony held on 30 November 2010.  Refer: http://www.lgsaplus.net.au/www/html/511-environment-awards.asp
NSW Government – Sydney Catchment Authority – Grants Available
Catchment Protection and Improvement Grants assist community groups to protect and improve water quality through riparian and environmental restoration.  Local councils may apply, provided they act in a project management capacity.  Closing on 01 October 2010, a maximum of $8,000 plus $2,000 maximum for equipment.  Refer www.sca.nsw.gov.au
Also closing on 01 October 2010, On Site Sewage Management Grants aim to minimise pollution risks to the drinking water resulting from on-site sewer systems for which (regulation and management), local councils are responsible.  Up to 50% of the salary and costs of environmental health officers to inspect on-site sewage systems‚ issue notices and enforce compliance will be funded.  Education of residents in the management of on-site sewage systems may be included in funding proposals.  Refer www.sca.nsw.gov.au 
Water Quantity and Quality Model – Source Catchments – eWater CRC
Source Catchments is a water quality and quantity modelling framework that supports decision making and a whole-of-catchment modelling approach. It is designed to help natural resource managers and consultants develop targets, prioritise improvement programs and measure the effectiveness of a broad range of catchment management activities.

The software provides a framework for modelling the amounts of water and contaminants flowing though a catchment and into major rivers, wetlands, lakes, or estuaries; and integrates an array of models, data, and knowledge that can be used to simulate how climate and catchment variables (like rainfall, evaporation, land use, vegetation) affect runoff, sediment and contaminants.

eWater CRC is waiving the annual license and support fee for Source Catchments in the first year.  After which, an annual fee for use of the product will be charged and within this fee Premium support will be provided.  To download the model refer www.ewater.com.au/products/ewater-source/for-catchments/ 
Stormwater Industry Association’s National Conference – Stormwater 2010
Stormwater 2010, the Stormwater Industry Association’s first National Conference’s Early Bird Registration closes 31 August 2010.  The profile of stormwater has steadily increased in recent years and industry and government are now, more than ever, looking for opportunities to effectively manage stormwater as a resource and to deliver improved environments. 

The Conference will feature both refereed and non refereed papers with more than 60 full papers to review by a Scientific Review Committee of more than 20 industry experts.  Held from 8th to 12th November 2010 at Star City Hotel and Casino.  To register, refer www.secureregistrations.com/stormwater2010
Ozwater 2011 Workshops – Submissions Due 2 September 2010
Ozwater ’11 is including 90 and 120 minute workshops into the main conference program.  An integral part of Ozwater, these workshops offer meaningful opportunities to engage with water sector professionals from other disciplines, organisations and States.  For example, at Ozwater ’10 the AWA Catchment Management facilitated a collaborative event that resulted in Institutional Frameworks for Catchment Management (refer above) for all Australian States and Territories.  To make a submission, complete the workshop proposal template and submit by 02 September 2010: click here.
External WSUD Seminars, Conferences and Workshops
Following are links to WSUD related events over the next coming months and which have been entered on the External Events Calendar of the WSUD Program website.  For events scheduled in subsequent months, refer also to: http://www.wsud.org/events-training/
· Mon 30/8/2010: 3rd International Urban Design Conference: Designs on Our Future 

· Mon 30/8/2010: Erosion and Sediment Control 

· Fri 3/9/2010: Fundamentals of Erosion and Sediment Control for Main Road - 

· Tue 7/9/2010: Ewater CRC MUSIC Modelling Training 

· Wed 8/9/2010: AWA Masterclass - Water Infrastructure Project Management 

· Sun 12/9/2010: LGSA Water Management Conference 

· Mon 13/9/2010: AWA National Operations Conference 

· Wed 15/9/2010: Introduction to Water Sensitive Urban Design 

· Fri 24/9/2010: SIA NSW Who's Who of NSW Government Seminar & Awards of Excellence 

· Sun 26/9/2010: The Australian Association for Environmental Education (AAEE) 2010 Conference 

· Wed 29/9/2010: Practical Responses to Climate Change National Conference 

· Mon 11/10/2010: Erosion and Sediment Control 

· Mon 11/10/2010: 13th International River Symposium 

· Mon 11/10/2010: Behaviour Change for Sustainability National Congress




August 2010 Newsletter


This month featuring the two WSUD Interim Reference Guidelines launched in August 2010:


Concept Design;


Construction & Establishment for Swales, Bioretention Systems & Wetlands.

















Please forward the e-newsletter via your networks and for those who may benefit.


If you would like to receive future WSUD e-newsletters please send an email with join in the subject heading to � HYPERLINK "mailto:kate.black@cma.nsw.gov.au" ��kate.black@cma.nsw.gov.au�.


If you no longer wish to receive this e-newsletter, please email � HYPERLINK "mailto:kate.black@cma.nsw.gov.au" ��kate.black@cma.nsw.gov.au� with remove in the subject heading.

















